lack of cigarettes. There had been a pretty bad shortage in
Helsinki for some time, because the Russians had bombed
the two big factories. I solved the problem for the time
being by the simple expedient of letting it be known that
I was prepared to pay double for them. After this they
seemed to arrive from nowhere. But I had been a bit
careless about the supply for this trip and so, it seemed, had
everyone else. Later, the shortage became terribly acute.
Hitherto when I had gone to the front I had always taken
a few hundred cigarettes to give to the soldiers, but on this
trip the situation was reversed. I quite shamelessly begged
them from the soldiers.
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